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Grower	  P	  reduc+on	  sites	  study	  
2 additional sites added in 2013    All but one site increased yield after reducing P!
Continue in 2014 and implement filtration demonstrations!
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Through 2012 season, sites with longest P reduction history!
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P is maintained in the sufficient range!
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Harvest flood P concentrations!
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Winter flood P concentrations!
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Note: scale is 10x less than for harvest flood!
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Harvest flood  
0 
0.5 
1 
1.5 
2 
2.5 
3 
3.5 
4 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
T
P
 (
lb
) 
Site 
Net P release (lb/acre foot water) 
2009 
2010 
2011 
2012 
8 Cranberry Station 
Questions?!
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Reducing costs in 2014 
  Much of this will be found in the factsheet 
handed out today or in the Chart Book (LW). 
  Start the conversation now – you should be 
planning now if you want to implement these 
ideas. 
  Wanted a tool to compare options (spreadsheet 
or checklist) but this is complex and very site 
specific.  Will continue to work on this. 
  Use the cost - benefit approach in all decisions 
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Winter 
  Not much change possible if you plan to produce 
a crop in 2014 
  IF you plan to NOT crop, then the winter flood 
could be eliminated (if you plan to mow in the 
spring you can tolerate winterkill or yellow-
headed fireworm) or cut back to one round (a bit 
of oxygen injury not a big deal if you don’t care 
about crop) 
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Early Spring – Late water 
  May be a good tool if cropping or planning to 
eliminate crop with a short summer flood. 
  All about your cost to do the practice!! 
  Cropping – eliminate frost runs, some pesticide 
applications 
  Not cropping – synchronize bloom for flooding-
out 
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Late Water - Pros 
  Suppresses fruit rot 
•  No fungicide needed that year 
•  Reduced rates or no fungicide in following year 
  Suppresses cranberry fruitworm (CFW) 
•  Many sites needed no sprays 
  Suppresses cutworms 
•  But watch for re-invasion after 
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Late Water - Pros 
  Suppresses Southern Red Mite 
•  Controlled in LW year and most of next 
  Suppresses dewberry 
•  Prevents spread 
  Need less fertilizer 
•  30% less N 
  Maybe less frost protection for the season 
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Late Water - Cons 
  Loss of frost tolerance 
•  After 2 weeks some; after 3 weeks all 
  Temperature of the flood 
•  Warm kills pests but can affect cranberry 
•  Algae growth 
  Early release less effective 
•  4 weeks killed 98% CFW 
•  2.5-3 weeks killed only 40-50% CFW 
  COST? 
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Early spring - frost 
  Use cycling if possible to save fuel costs 
  If NOT growing a crop only protect if 
temperature is more than 5° below the tolerance 
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Early spring - pests 
  If cropping and using LW – cut back on fungicide, 
CFW sprays 
  Do not neglect weeds!! 
  Use this opportunity (especially if not cropping) 
to think outside the box – floods for insects and 
dodder, later applications of Casoron 
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Fertilizer 
  Plan NOW to get the best price 
  LW – 30% less N if cropping 
  Not cropping (short flood): 60-70% less N 
  Mowing – 40 to 50 lb N to re-grow (less for 
natives) 
  Summer flood (long) – apply no fertilizer 
  CRF – reduce N as feasible 
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All season 
  Consider application methods for fertilizer – 
ground rigs?, fertigation? 
  Do not walk away from scouting – leaf feeders 
can do much damage even if you are not 
cropping 
  Be conservative with irrigation – drive deeper 
roots 
  CFW – cut back to one planned spray if low 
history and no Howes nearby 
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Fall floods 
  Cranberry Girdler 
•  September 25th for 1 week 
•  May coincide with harvest for early cultivars 
  Holding the harvest flood 
•  Up to 4 weeks, best if start by late September 
•  Dewberries (some types) and CFW suppression 
20 Cranberry Station 
Producing NO crop – short flood 
  Relax winter management 
  Consider LW to synchronize bloom 
  Do not frost protect* 
  Time the flood for when about 80% in bloom 
(flowers plus pinheads)  
  Up to 7 days or may need more than one flood 
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Management with short bloom flood option 
  Irrigate to preserve vines but try to drive deeper 
roots 
  Maintain infrastructure 
  Maintain weed management – but think outside 
the box 
  Scout for leaf-feeding insects, no CFW spray if no 
fruit, one fungicide (none of LW used) 
  60-70% less N 
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Summer flood for crop elimination 
  Very tough and potential long recovery 
  May 12 to July 20 
  Soil insects and dewberries controlled, scout for 
cutworms 
  Use no fertilizer that year 
  Prelude to renovation – then even longer 
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Mowing 
  Relax winter management, no frost protection 
unless new grow at risk (>5° below tolerance) 
  Mow in late April 
  Have a plan to dispose of vine 
  Opportunity to get rid of wood mat without 
sanding 
  Fertilize for recovery, scout for leaf feeders, no 
CFW spray, one fungicide at most 
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Regulatory, etc. if NOT cropping 
  Need some activity within 5-year periods to stay 
an active bog, e.g. maintain structures 
  Need to generate some income for 61A 
qualification 
  Talk to your handler about contract implications 
  CCCGA is a good resource for regulatory 
questions 
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The bottom line 
  Think about everything 
  Cost/benefit and cost comparisons are key 
  Be willing to think outside the box 
  Want to share? – we would love to hear how 
your implementation of any of these works out 

